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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH ON GENERAL REINHARD GEHLEN 



General Reinhard Gehlen is a professional military and 
intelligence officer. Until his retirement on 30 April 1968, 
he was President of the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BHD), the 
West German Federal Intelligence Service, as well as chief 
of its predecessor organizations formed at the end of World 
War II. 

& ' ■ ■ 

General Gehlen was born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt. He 
currently lives in Berg on the Starnberg Lake near Munich. 
He finished his formal schooling in 1920 and. entered the mili- 
tary-service directly. He. received his commission as second 
lieutenant in 1923 and served his initial tours of duty in 
the horse artillery. He married in 1931 and. in 1935 he at- 
tended the War Academy in Berlin. At that time he held the 
rank of captain. By 1939 and shortly before the outbreak of 
World War IX, he was promoted to major. He participated in 
the Polish campaign, but by 1940 he was transferred to a 
headquarters post. At that time he became an aid to. 
General Haider, who. was Chief of the General Staff. He was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1941 and became chief of 
Fremde Heere Ost in 1942.' (Fremde Heere Ost /Foreign Armies 
East? was that section of the German High Coamand charged 
with, responsibility for charting the enemy order of battle 
on^the eastern front. It was essentially an evaluation unit 
and worked closely with the Abwehr. It did engage in line 
crossing operations as the war progressed,, however.) Gehlen 
received his promotion to colonel soon after taking over 
Fremde Heere. Ost and by 1944 was promoted to brigadier gen- 
eral. In the course of preparing estimates on enemy order 
of battle, he reached the conclusion as early as 1943 that 
the German cause on the eastern front was lost ,s arid? his con- 
tinued pessimistic evaluations led to a reprimand from Hitler f 
and in the last days of the war he was relieved of command 
by order of Hitler. Long before that day General Gehlen had 
already consulted with senior members of his staff and made 
plans to continue their efforts against the Russians after 
the inevitable capitulation of the German Anay p but in co- 
operation- with the American Army; General Gehlen conse- 
quently cached his files in the Bavarian Alps and withdrew 
to that area in the final days of the war. He subsequently 
surrendered to the Americans, and after his initial POW de- 
briefings, he presented his plan for the continued collection 
of order of battle information of the Soviet Armies. 
General Gehlen was motivated by his strong view that the po- 
sition of the Soviet Army so deep in Europe const ituted a 
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real threat to Western civilization. His views were so 
strong that he was able to convince his captors of these 
views „ He was then flown back to Washington in 1946 for 
further debrief ings, and the decision was made at the G-2 

?r c J , "° allow General Gehlen to reform his unit and to per- 
mit, him to engage in a collection effort aeain«+ +h« soviet 
Army in Eastern Europe . Some £ - n 

were appropriated for this effort. General Gehlen succeeded 
in reforming his unit and retrieving most of his files. He 
operated under G-2 sponsorship from 1946 until 1949 when CIA 
.assumed responsibility for the Gehlen organization as it was 
then known,. From 1949 until 1956 General Gehlen devoted his 
full energies to legalizing his organization as the West 
German Federal Intelligence Service. He achieved this goal 
in March 1956 and thereby became its first president . He 
became directly responsible to the Chancellor's officer. 
After legalization he strove to develop his organization 

^•,^T° rld "" wide inte Uigence service having collection ca- 
pabilities and liaison on a world-wide basis. He has gone a 
long way toward accomplishing this goal. 

As a personality General Gehlen still remains essentially 
a professional military off icer in habits and attitudes 
though he never entered on active duty after World War II 
He is, however, a lieutenant, general in the reserve. At one 
time he w&s an accomplished horseman though he no longer per- 
mits himself this luxury, primarily because of time consid- 
erations. He is a family man and has four children. It is 
believed General Gehlen leads a quiet life outside of his 
official duties. In all things he is essentially conserva- 
tive. Ho rarely entertains, and he does not drink. His 
English is fluent, and he is socially poised and very much 
at ease among senior American officials. Since his retire- 
ment he haa been engaged in writing his memoir and compil- 
ing a history of the BHD, 

General Gehlen was succeeded on 1 May 1968 by General 
Gerhard ffessel, his adjutant in Fremde Heere Ost, who was 
instrumental in assisting in the formation of the Gehlen or- 
ganization. Wessel has served with the BND„ the West German 
Ministry of Defense, and the NATO Military Committee in 
Washington and Brussels. 
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1908-20 
1920, X P r 
1923 
1928 

1931, Oct 
1933 

1933, Wl. 
1935, Jan 
193* 
1937 
1937-38 

1937- 45 " 

1938- 39 
1939, fir 

39 Sop-Mov 
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.1940, Jul 

40 JttUKov 
. 7.940 Hov- 
vu*J&42 Apr 

'r'J.O'a jui 

'■,42 Apr- 
1945 Apr 
1942 Dec 
•1944 Doc 
1945 Apr 
1945 Key 
1945 Kay 

1945 end 
. 1946 Jun 

1946 Jul 
1946 



U Oct 1931, Glogau. 



Srt^TAt gas- 

^ttery Conrandar. - 7 • 1 " Wl » Frw,M ' lus^lavia, Greece, Ru sslll 
.Promoted Kejor. 

(5-3) 213th Infantry DlYiaion. . 



Pronoted Colonel, 
^oted Briber General. 

rrofessloai Merchant ' - 

Address ! o/o Dr. ERHSjtDT 

Jul 12 .— to ^and, tUfltrla# ' 
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, Jan 19 • Gencan atanp. 

" 19 London Airport. 

* 22 Harwjck, England. 

* 23 fiocK of Holland. 

23 Kon. warechau* Venlo sUt. (Dutch border) 

* 23 Cerniin stamp. s«ruer/. 

56 Knr 30 Dover. 

" U Pclnie-U HavVnooatend*. 

" 3C B*lRlque-E Horbe.ihal 27. 

Jun 1 Bflfiqitc-S Herbosilial. 

<• 1 ."clgle-S aavenooatenda Z»araertpolitle n 

« 1 Dover. • •* 
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TO: FRANF INFO:. WASHF., PULLF 



CITE: BONNF 



1 HE PLANS TO DISCUSS 
EFFORT TO CLEARLY 



1. GLOBKE INFORMED t- : 
WITH C_ ,_=J INTELLIGENCE MATTERS ON JAN 26 IN 

DEFINE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS EXISTING GERMAN I NTELL f GENCE SERVICES 
INCLUDING ZIPPER. GLOBKE HOPES THEREBY TO MINIMIZE PRESENT FRICTION 
BETWEEN INTELLIGENCE CHIEFS, 

2. REACTION OF DR GUMBEL AND DR GRAU WHO HAD MADE BRIEF 
SURVEY OF ZIPPER PERSONNEL AND FINANCES COMPLETELY FAVORABLE BOTH 
(RE CD TOTH) AS TO BACKGROUND LEADERS AND SALARIES BEING PAID WHICH 
WERE IN ACCORDANCE GERMAN CIVIL SERVICE. 

■ 3o GLOBKE PLANS TO HAVE CAREFUL ESTIMATE MADE OF GERMAN 
FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO ZIPPER, RESULTING BUDGET WILL BE SUBMITTED 
TO FINANCE MINI STER AND SPECIAL BUNDESTAG FINANCE COMMITTEE. FINANCE 
MINISTER A. L READY INFORMED CONCERNING ZIPPER. 



4. NO GERMAN INTELLIGENCE TECHNIC! 
QUADRIPARTITE WORKING COMMITTEE TO' ADVISE ON 
GLOBKE CLAIMED HE UNAWARE SUCH PERSON NEEDED- 
SUGGESTION THAT RADTKE MIGHT BE SUITABLE AND 
ZIPPER STAFF IF REQUIRED. 



AN YET APPOINTED FOR 
CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS, . 
AND MADE TENTATIVE 
COULD BE SUPPORTED BY 
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TO : Chief, EE 

from : chief of Station, Frankfurt fyflW 7 
SUBJECT: general— Operational 



DATE:^ . 7 Augttat 



1 01 



specific- Progress Report - ZIPPER Transfer to The Federal Republic 

1. We have had an excellent opportunity to debrief Dr. HORN 
during his two day stay in Munich prior to his three week leave- to 
Austria. The information received from him plus what we have learned 
■ from Drs. GRAU and GUMBEL (GLOBKE's Administrative and Financial exoerts' 
.studying ZIPPER), and recent discussions with UTILITY has Svef usT 
rather lucid picture of ZIPPER developments and progress to legalize 
themselves with the Bundesrepublic towards 'becoming "the German "intelli- 
gence Service. ' x 

T n J. 'The team of GRAU and GUMBEL completed a three day visit on 18 
July 1952. After an overall introduction by UTILITY the following sub- 
jects were discussed in detail: g u 

a. Personnel matters. 

b. Relationship and cooperation with other governmental 
authorities. 

c. Cover and Legalization problems. 

d. Basic questions of financing and administrative 
handling. . " 3?7Hi JJ^L 



handling. 

e. Accounting procedure. 

f . Budget planning. 

£. Examination of financial matters, 
h. Insurance matters. 
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k. Property and financial assets. 
1. Vehicles and motorization. 




c 



Declassified and Approved for Release 
by the Central Intelligence Agency 
Date: ^^3> 



3 



3. Apparently ZJPfjgR has. prepared the background material of 
the points listed above and has now been asked to prepare the sub- 
jects and contents Of this material in a format acceptable to the 
government. Me. have asked UTTLITX to provide us with copies of the 
reports they will '.turn over to Bonn, 

k* After considering the problem of transfer from all points 
of. y%@$ m have-, divided to', is^erfere. or attempt to influence- 
Qr,. . .. 3 in their .;§:ehediHf$ pr.#gr.am., We.. have advised UT1LITI to this 
' effect to which he concaj^ ..Alp.- concerned feel -that our involvement 
may considered as unwarranted interference in what is considered • 
a -basic internal national" problem, and' we might do more harm than good. 
We' %a#e given assurance of distance when it may be required or neo- 
eas.^ .-and have , : ^ked UT^LBfe fo keep us aa courant with developments. 

- -• ■ ,f* and Mr.- BLANK have been officially 

oriofed by C J' that he intends to integrate ZIPPER into the Federal. 
^ %rt io: wd6r ' ^ ^isdi'ctiqn of the Chancery as the centraHzed national 
■ intelligence service It is co.hsidei*ed that the above' two' individuals' 
one ^ *ho need know this for the present time, and specify 
xsaHLy, tov-'af'sist' in' the .financigl and personnel planning. The only other 
• to ft§^|^.$£''^ Bonn govel-ameht'-^fficially involved and briefed are 
.. members of 'GLOBKE's. office., c_ ' ^ plans to brief the other Ministries 
. . ?^deatag aomi?dl^a^|g|! ra*i^atlon of the treaties . Blank 

••^ advised, by C 3 to visit the ZiPEER installation ' in ' 

.the near futtoe and to discuss jgftM& l&^lems* We intend to spend some- 
time with BLANK .during his visit here*,. aM hope to ggfc. a clearer picture 
of the pov Bible solutions to the. opfflpiex personnel problem, particularly 

. 4*. The- actual transfer of ZIPPER does not., appear complicated and 
is invj^ - d as follows: , •. '....• ■ ' . 

v , :-- : a:>. effective date of the entry, into' fproe of the 

C.. „.,.., .5 .ifi.'fcesds %o publish a letter ord^r announcing the 

centralized national intelligence service un'dfcr the- •■ 
An .eJce.^titiVe Order or fl.r>T^.*t«pr>* *s Wf ■ 




ui^r ^racinia,, w -nsnceixor may cMm. or ^abli|h an organize 
.tion under his Jurisdictipn which, does not have exacuiivev powers The" 
Bundestag has no jurisdiction over such at establishment. ; '-,**' 

'-,'■/,... ',.'-'', ,. . •^bv."r^P^^|,. , ~_ ..^.„ «Z3 . a^p^baAcs' '$|e pi&y. other thing 
■necessary is %-wjpeive ^overnmeuial #pp3|*Oyal of the budget requirements 
for the intelligence ^ervic,e> The budggfc requirements 'need only be sub- 
|4f|f^ i*e lundes Haush.aitaus,sQhtiks Hj^d|et Cojmiiit-t&e)- for approval* 
Preparations for this, are under way in Me "'form -of studies to be supw 
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MEMORANDUM TO : £L _1 

FROM : E^C^S 

SUBJECT : ZIPPIK/Nazi Elements 



20 January 19 54 



mn .D^ng General Gehlen's 11 December presentation before the 

EDO Parliamentary Committee he used a graphic chart to show the e^ent 
and number of former SS and SB personnel within the ZIPPffi complS 

Headquarters 
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Police drafted 
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nf .., In *«™; ° f SS ^ SD Percentage, ZIPPER claims they are better 

off than most West German ministries. oexrer 
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TO: EE 

. ... ? 

SUBJ: Former Nazi and SS Membership in ZIPPER 



q 5M 



• 1. Over the years there have been numerous allegations made by 

various individuals and factions within the West German government to 
the effect that ZIPPER' s ranks are heavily weighted with former Nazi 
and SS-types. In view of the fact thatNaziism in the Qerman Government 
appears no longer to be a problem of such primary concern, it would 
seem that a report dealing with the incidence of these elements within 
ZIPPER might well be made at this time by way of finalizing the matter. 

2. Study of POB's J files which contain background data 

.. on nearly 600 ZlPPERites (about half of the kman total of ZIPPER member- 
ship) reveal 76 ZlPPERites known to have been either former SS,?D, SA 
members, NSDAP members, War Crime offenders and/or a combination of same. 
The 76 who fall into the above category represent about 13% of the ZlPPER- 
ites whose background is known to us. . 

3. It will be remembered C j that UTILITY gave us a copy 

of a chart used in his presentation before the EDC Parliamentary Committee, 
11 Dec 53, to show the extent and number of former SS andSD personnel 
within the ZIPPER complex. A summary of these figures, which we considered 
a farily accurate statement of the facts (since copies of ZIPPER personnel 
statistics are on file in -3 office), show that of 1102 ZlPPERites, 

& are either former Waff en Ss and/or Allgemeine SS and SD. For comparison's 
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sake: 

UTILITY figures of 
S3, SD & SA 

51 out of 1102 ZIPPERites a $% 

POB Figures of 
SS, SD,& SA 

50 out of 600 ZIPPERites - 8% checked 

From the above comnarison we see that POB's records show only a 3% 
higher incidence of SS, SD and SA- types than did UTILITY'S statement. 
In fact, from a review of our. findings we find nothing to seriously re- 
fute ZIPPER'S claims "that in terms of SS and SD percentage they are 
better off than most CL D ministries. " 

h. By way of further comparison it is interesting to note figures 
recently compiled by C _3Bonn from Berlin Documents Center records which 
show that the present Bundestag has 129 or 26.5* former NSDAP members. 
UTILITY in a memo dated 8 March 1950 to c j stated that: 

"Of all full time coworkers of the staffs of our organization 
(including District Agencies), 28 percent of the 785 coworkers 

« 

in question were former members of the NSDAP." 
-We may consider UTILITT' s 28 percent figure to be a fairly conservative 
one in view of the fact that £L ^ study ' c_ q shows up 

only 13% ZIPPERites jln all former Nazi categories. 
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vaH:' , ;.'K , Tib* iabJurdt •,( Osroc r*l ) 



Case Ho. 
Date 



2 7 Au;.;UiTt V) 



NAT I OH ALU,' 0 y wn 

Present Po.mtioh/ ChiQ ^ ^^u^^ 

Organisation • 

Location 



Geh. Occupation 



Education 



Intolltgancn Antral. 



Languages 

/ 

: / 

r ./ Honors 



B i rthoate 
Birthplace 

Race 

f, EX H40 

War ital Status 
Name of Spouse 

Ch i loren 

rel i g i oh 

Pol i t ical Aff il i at ion 

Attitudc towards: U.S. 

U.S.S.R, 



L£5/.' "Vj " 
^•>--i;.V2) 



A 



Rh*tnb*rdt C3SHLEU, vtio 6-o:-Yod in Hitlar/s General Staff 
as CblOLf Of ; '^ti«j , fliptrtfMuit of Foroijjn Araies reportedly currently head* a-a*cr*t 
organisation '±n/$|trt' Oemany vbioh evaluatoo ,ir.t«llie«noa' £ro& tha Seat, ishan'ihB 
Hiti^^ krn^^flf CbiLlftpsfld .in 19Ui>> Geblon is *aid Uj h-T*. eeciped . veotword with stoat 
taf the aocre.V/rilwfl of Mo dopartnetrt,. f{o alloe*dly topi in ' hia . control »*ny of 
the t^p-secret li'etsrof Oenwn ancntfj planted in In* Soviet Dnica aod th« aaatem 
neighbor etafceti /irtiloh Kuba«qni«itly boc««5 fioviut satellites, iic supposedly had th* 
key to Wis. espionage natwork; built by C*n*rl<, llisnlar and Ecbelleobgrft. Tho inert - 
cjloe. roTxsrtfrdlV took his prisoner bat aot for lorn; b*cauE-e inerican intciligocca 
ohi&fo r«port«aly b«s«a« vary iaprsftod by bin id«j«u3 and bis doemM-ntstion vhlaa 
be Mt&a anle'.t^'/IWt.at Uwir disposal. They ktc- &*id to hums sot bbc op In an offlc* 
«nd pttfwitted^liti.-to pick * mmiIV *tafr of ax-Jlbwshr offic*ra (Ota, Can*ria T a ; Intelli- 
sync*' S«r^.c*.),Most. of vhew vara equipped ultb. [jood anti-Uaai record*, tfithin.a fe» 
westa (Jeihl^'-'ws.'proTidirig sooillafft reports oa oovist adlLtary and political *ct'irt- 
tlaa la ;: th^i««st»KX aooo. and vaa aabanquontly p*r»tttad to oxpsnd his «tajj* &ad hie 
scope oi : : -'l« : tIrit'i««. As be axponded, hovwror, sany Kaai* t SS t*an and SJJ r*sn arapt 
into :iU' bpgiaaiKS.'&ton ¥h*ro th*/ cnjccrjcr fall protection, 

Tod«j''(^bicn , *.«»pion*({o ort'*fliM.tLon i* said to bare, t^oate in all pnrto.of the 
vorld. ' Tbe /i&flrioano i*<3portffdl7 »upply tho Tuods which tusounts to C J3 » 

yoftr. Tho." f drttar ; Ooncral 1* o*id to ba ablo to aultiply this son to aorty tisMss.dt* 
ori(:in*l':'Y»luh' through olmar btLoincwia .coalo . It ii; balitrvid that he bts tlnNKjy 
Bjmoobdoct ' in piling up * snibjitantiRl m servo w:cb would oajtble hi« to carry 6C.,.ln- 
6^T^h<4flntly -alioulfl tbo iW*erio*afj c«wic to support hia. The aatarlal colloato'd by 
Otibl&n' : ii said to bo of f5.ri^t cluap val^, 1/ Tbo int«rpr«tation of it, dono by hi* 



rop.M no. 
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.General) 
. oii.uod ) 

sfcilx- -ruOyata at their heaciqaartara in Munich has i*prensed not only Uw Aeeri- 
oans but tint C 1 Hid ths C J7 im well. A Kavy intelligence report of Bovea- 
ber l°li3 lUtoo. that.G^hlen's orgenixation ;ui.iriUi.ns 1^ to 16 outer listening ports 
•long tho bordars of tho Rmsxian- occupied xone while the organisation iteelf la 
ootipoBQd of between 30 and UO Qaaertd. Staff officers and $0 to 60 other officers. 2/ 

'The dyngec of Sohlun'a organization lias in the future. It has already becoa* 
an.-ii^nsa undergrouixi, povror in Oamany and haa kay nan ia ell G«man i^overnacnt 
. off icea,': in tha\' police, navirpapere, radio ntationa, etc. Hie oreanixAticn bac eren 

• p^i>rit^ l >t&?M«iiwar GoTcroacnt 1 x Office for tho Protection of the Constitution 

' (di«^?^;:*^rotV'pclice office), y' GchLan has been suggested for a position with 
itbl^'orflcV/.^ oererAl report*. 3/ U/ In any event for the present, his 

• net-tfork'iis '. cnlrr urfing its undersrennd power to expand it» influence otill father, 
get^i'ts -Jtsaber • in strategic position*!, *nci coTer ex-Jiatis and SS sen froe any per- 
S «KK£tiooy ; 

:v0«'hi<m- his!i(3lf 1b reportedly net- anbitions for political pover, (Ha i* hoverer 
;li^^';.fliV; a lja«aber: of tho Bruderscbai't) ^ $1 Hie ho P e B ??P<z*<i61y u ^ b » CCTas - 
••aritSdSig^^^ European Anay. The cx-Sssis and ax-off team high up 

•:in^h:&$^b^ ambitious and' ro prox en ting ths rati danger. 1/ 

. SOURCES? 

iTVSji ; frE2S.".17'.l'iarch 19^2. Unolaseif led . 

Secret. 
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* (U) GERMAN PRESS HAS REPORTED PUBLIC RUMORS AKD OFFICIAL 
IALS THAT REINHARDT CEHLEM (AH ARMY RESERVE LT GENERAL) 
WILL RESIGN THIS FALL AS DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE 
•SERVICE BECAUSE OF REACHING THE AGE OF 62. PRESS ALSO REPORTED* : 
AS OFTEN BEFORE, THAT A POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR WOULD BE BRIG: 
• GENERAL GERHARD VESSEL* 

;:2. < J^KEITHER OCA KOR ARMA IS AWARE OF ANY INDICATIONS 
CONFIRMING RUMOR OF CERLtK'S RETIREMENT. BOTH BELlEVctfESSEL- tf< 

BE vA . CANDIDATI FOR'TKS POSITION IF RUMORS PROVE TRUE* 
' 3/ •(FOAO>:. THE. .WRRENT .TRIAL . AGAINST ALLEGED COMMUNIST 

• RECEIVID . HIDE 
RISE TO CONTIKUIKG 
: : §aj£^jtSH:;6T- CEHLE* AMD RUMORS OF HIS RESIGNATION* 
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BT 



1 
i 



mm 




go 

CO - 



<- to V) 

o 05 c 



- 42? S:' 



SCO F08U 



' .. FORCOORDINAT/ONWlTH^vf^ 

35 



PAGE r~ 

Approved for Release V ~ 

~~ n= + l he 0e 2 tral lnt elligence Agency 

Date: y t5aZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSUhc. 




CD O ^ 
CO CO 5 
CO 



P O 
CD 



ST O O O) 
O «-£ © 

H- -c ^ o 
Q-q.Su. 



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 




-7X 




BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH ON GENERAL REINHARD mnn.w 



General Reinhard Gehlen ls Pr esideat ot the Wegt Ger _ 
•an Federal Intelligence Service. (BHD) . 

Born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt, Germany, he finished his 
formal schooling in 1920 and entered ailitary service dir- 
ectly, receiving. his commission in 1923. Attending the 
War Academy in Berlin in 1936, he became a major in 1939, _ 
a brigadier general in 1944. 

In charge of Foreign Armies-East in 1943, he came to 
believe the German cause on the Eastern front .was lost* 
Reprimanded by Hitler for his negative opinions, he was 
ultimately dismissed toward the War's end. After caching 
his files in Bavaria, he surrendered to the Americans. 

Reforming his unit, General Gehlen operated under G-2 
auspices from 1946 until 1949 when CIA assumed sponsorship. 
The Gehlen Organization was legalized as the West German 
Service in March 1956. 

General Gehlen has expanded his activities to the 
/ point taRt nls organization has been accepted as a world- 

/ : wide service. Expected to retire within the next two or 

three years,, he lives quietly with his wife in. Berg on the 
Starnberg Lake near Munich. He speaks good English. 
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^jAT 17 APRIL DINNER: 



IdouiiicolionJ/ 

S ,K'0E T 

""^mdnich (r nion m r ) - I ^fo 

PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWING TO UTILITY FROM* 

• ® "AS YOUR AMERICAN FRIENDS GATHER THIS EVENING TO 
• . OFFICIARY BID YOU FAREWELL FROM . THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY, 
-X ASSURE THAT MUCH WILL. . BE SAID BY MX" AMERICAN COLLEAGUES 
•ABOUT ;YOUR ^CONTRIBUTION IN THE IHTELLIGENCE FIELD. I WOULD 
JOIN THEM IN THIS EXPRESSION BUT WOULD NOTE THAT IN THE UNCERTAIN ' 
. YEARS- AFTER.' WORLD. WAR II THE CONTRIBUTIONS YOU PERSONALLY 
• AND INSTITUTIONALLY MADE TO LAYING. THE FOUNDATIONS ON WHICH 
... CO0;PERATI0N. BETWEEN GERMANY AND- THE ASTERN NATIONS, PARTICULARLY ^ 
. - ^^^CA i WERE •. BUILT MAY BE JUDGED IN. HISTORY AS YOUR GREATEST 
^$^ IQN:T0 ' WESTERN SECURITY; AND THE CAUSE OF PEACE. TO 
.. A.. HAVE S^EN AN- OBSERVER AND PARTICIPANT IN THAT EFFORT WAS FOR ME 
. . A ' UNIQUE AND PROVILEGED EXPERIENCE . " 

END OF. MESSAGE 
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Reinhahd QEEIEN 
Prasdident des BND a.D. 
Generalleutnant d.R.a.D. 



8101 BERG axi STAKNBKBG, nxv 4 February, 1969 

viiMi» issI ^ .-..i n fl r- T 

Executive Resist? 



Dear Mr. Helms, 

Not only the United States-. but also all 
cooperating Intelligence leaders in the West com- 
plain the death of the Honorable Mr. Allen Dulles 
who was for all of us a symbol of seriousness and 
.honesty in. our common efforts to. work for a peace- 
ful world. It is not accidental that in the past 
in order to avoid his name in. written documents 
we used -the cover name "The Gentleman". He always 
proved. to be not only an outstanding American official 
but .also a friend of Germany. During all the years 
I admired his foresight, his. experience and his 
broadmindedness. So I will always remember this 
great man as representative of the American intelli- 
gence effort during a long time. We participate in 
your grief. 

Sincerely yours 
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Reinhard Gbhlen 



8131 BEltG an STAHNBERG, nirs, 6 May 1 970 



Exoculivo Resistir 1 



Dear Mr. Helms, 



vse.1. 'fifths* 



I want to. thank .yon very much for your 
kind birthday letter and your birthday congratulations which 
were forwarded to me by Heinz Herre. It was very kind of you 
to remember this day in spite of the pressure of your work. 
I can imagine that during the last monthr the working condi- 
tions- have been and still are difficult for your service and 
for yourself. My thoughts and those of my friends are with vou, 
wishing you good success. 



Again .just under the -ore sent circum - 
stances I remember with gratitude our agreeable cooperation. 



With best wishes and regards to you and 
Mrs. Helms, also from my wife, 



Sincerely, 
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26 September 1961 



MEMORANDUM FOR: C/Ci/£. p 

SUBJECT: Sefton Delmer 's Articles on Gehlen in the 

Sunday T ele graph 



1. These two articles are .subtly and maliciously slanted, 
either as a result of British distaste for German militarists or 
a more sinister intent to serve Communist ends. Here are a 
few examples: 

a. Delmer says that at the end of the wax Gehlen was 
"in command of all anti-Soviet operations". He wasn't. He was 
in command of German military intelligence against the USSR. 
Then, as now, he was mainly concerned -with "OB. 

b. "For his own work had, shown him that OSS had. not 
even begun to function in the Soviet Union" (by the end of the war), 
True, it had not. But there is a nasty implication here that 
Gehlen had been busily at work against the OSS and had been so 
successful that he knew what it was doing and what it wasn't* 

c. "For most of that first conversation Gehlen was 
examining /Generaf? Patterson, not Patterson Gehlen. " Here 
Delmer is describing Gehlen's first postwar contact -with U.S. 
intelligence. How does he know? He wasn't there. The 

as invention is in line with Delmer 's consistent attempt to show 



|S Gehlen as very clever and very sinister. 

3; O 

j5 g d. "And it was in "Washington the 

^3 ^ . . important deal - the deal which was the dr earn of Himmler and 



Schellenberg, the deal which enabled him to revive a- section of 
Hitler's General Staff and lay the foundation of German rearmament • 
at a" time, when such rearmament was still anathema; ..." This 
^- is distorted and vicious. Gehlen laid the. foundation for, postwar 

'g^ q German intelligence, not the General Staff or armaments. 

flh- . ' . 
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e. "For not only was he able to turn Mb unit into a shadow 
of German General Staff but more important still he was now in a 
position to supply the Americans with the kind of intelligence which 
would make them feel that it was essential to recreate the German 
Army to help in the defence of Europe against the Russians. " The 
same twist is evident here. Some of Gehlen's key people were and 
are officers; others were not. The model oh which the organization 
was fashioned was, naturally, the FHO (Fremde Heere Ost) of the 
OKW, not the General Staff itself. And Gehlen's product was not 
diabolically altered to pit us against the Soviets or to lay the 
groundwork for the remilitarization of Germany. Here and else- 
where, Delmer portrays the Americans as the naive dupes of the 
subtle, scheming Gehlen. 

f. Delmer also charges that Gehlen's organization recruited 
many former SD and Gestapo members. This is an old Communist 
canard. Most of Gehlen's people were straight G-2 types, a few were 
Abwehr, but very few were SD or Gestapo, precisely because Gehlen 
knew he could not afford them politically - and also because these 
types were looked upon with distaste by the professional officer class. 

g. The second article starts, 'Berlin remains the main 
.battlefield in thewar between the two rival gangs of Hitler's former 
Secret Service men. " The" main lie here is, the assumption of 
moral - pi immoral - equality between East and "West. This lie 

is basic to Communist propaganda. Another lie is the "Hitler's 
Secret Service men" - i.e., SD and. Gestapo, as noted above. As 
a matter of fact, some of Gehlen's key- people were part of the 
military plot against Hitler, 



.2, The two articles are, in effect, mischievous. Their net 
effect is to render a service to the East, not the West. 
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SUBJECT: Biographic Sketch of General Reinhord GEHLEH 



: 1. General GEHLEN is the President of the West German Federal 

= Intelligence Service. He has held this position since 31 March 1956 

: vhen the predecessor organization became legalized. During the 

i postwar period and prior to that time General GEHLEK headed the private 

;•• intelligence organization which bore his name before becoming the 

;i present West German Federal Intelligence Service. 

i. * 

I 2. General GEHLEN was bom 3 April 1902 in Erfurt and was educated 

■: in Breslau. He entered the military service in 1920 and was. commissioned 

| in 1923. His first service was in the horse cavalry. In 1935 he attended 

!, the War Academy and subsequently became a General Staff Corps officer. 

i He was a battery commander at the outbreak of World War II and was almost 

f 'immediately promoted to the rank of Major. He filled a number of staff ■ 

assignments coming in close contact with Generals HAIDER and HEUSINGER. 
'i By 19*1-2, he was placed in command of Freade Kerre Ost which was roughly 

$ the German equivalent of Ameri.can G-2 intelligence operations on tbe 

i German East front. He was a colonel at this time arid was soon promoted 

I to GeneraJbnajor. His unit had both an operational and an analysis 

I . function regarding Soviet Army order of battle on the East front. He' 

I aroused the ire of Hitler as early as 19^3 when during the course of 

I an order of battle, briefing for Hitler it was implied the German Army 

I was facing defeat. Nevertheless his organization- continued to function 

I effectively during the remainder of the war under General Staff Corps 

I protection at the time when' the Abwehr disintegrated. ■ By the time the 

general military situation began to disintegrate^.;. GEHLEN made plans with 
several of his senior officers to withdraw with- the . files for the purpose 
of caching them in Bavaria. . Basic plans were also laid for recontacting 
key personnel after the inevitable surrender in event a continuation" of 
their work were possible. 

. 3» In May 19^5 ard from a hideout in. Bavaria, General GEHLEN 
surrendered to the United States. Army. During the course of his. Interro- 
•gation he chose to reveal Ms ideas and plans for a continuation of his 
work. He and certain of his coworkers were sent to Corap Richey for a 
ji more detailed interrogation and a decision was made at the G-2 level to 

I p / return General' GEHLEN to Germany and allow him to. rebuild his organization 

under G-2 responsibility. His organization was first located in Oberursel 
and later in Pullach. In 19^8, CIA was. requested to look into the 
GEHLEN Organization with a view to making a decision to take it over. By 
19^9* tile decision' was made and Pullach Operations Base was created- to 
conduct liaison with. the. German organization "and assist them as necessary. 
GEHLEN' worked during this period to preserve the integrity df his organization, 
from American ' control so that it would be- politically acceptable to Bonn at 
the proper time. The essential American position was that of holding the. 
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German organization together so that it uould be available to Bonn when 
they required such an organization. General CEHLKN worked during this 
period to achieve the legalization of his organization vhich was accomplished 
in March 191*6 



L 



'*. Gerdral GEHLEN has always enjoyed a personal relationship with 
Mr. Dulles and his immediate predecessors. Privileged communications 
/have been exchanged, ~ .." 



J 



5« General GEHLEN is married and has three daughters and a son 
ranging in age from the late teens to the mid twenties. One of his 
daughters is married to his Bonn office representative. General GEHLEN 
appears to enjoy relatively good health despite a gall bladder or liver 
condition. He does not drink nor smoke. It is expected that he will 
continue in his present position for several more years before he chooses 
to retire. He lives in a house on Lake- Sternberg some ten miles south 
of Munich. He lives there in as inconspicuous a manner as possible as is 
his 'characteristic of conduct of official matters. 
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General Reinhard G«Mjoa 

Presi&sat of the Bgndaaaaahrlcfatgaditagt 



X vUh to qdfeaad to yon on the occasion of your 
sixtieth Trfrthdapr *sgr glnearga cong»ifcal«tiaa8» A mi *il*- 
otaas .har.bwsa. reaafaod mo& vLtk sqr cagpre tu Ir MoM I «ta& 
"bsst'-wifiie* for toot uood fasalth ead^oooUascdL caeoe**. I 
look Taach with fires*- ploatetra on oar ne»fc£e£i* 4txzia& tbm 
■past yssxa cod ''the oppartmity- they «£for&s& far us to 
oar frfe>nflg<Mp tod I trust tha future idll effard us 

tioUST OCC£J3iOJ13. 
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